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UK Sport Chair Dame
Katherine Grainger
speaks at SportAccord
2024 on Monday

GRAINGER: BUILD NOW
FOR A BRIGHT FUTURE

UK Sport Chair Dame
Katherine Grainger urged
delegates to engage in as many
conversations as possible and
build “fantastic future plans” as
the SportAccord World Sport
& Business Summit conference
programme opened yesterday.
The former rower, who won
gold in the double sculls at the
London 2012 Olympics and
multiple World Championships
during a glittering career, told
attendees that SportAccord
2024 offers an ideal platform to
establish valuable connections.
“The UK is a nation that

ASOIF

Association
set for change

at the top after
12 years
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adores its sport and people
want to see more and more live
events,” she said. “So please,
whether it is on a small scale or
a big scale, let's get together
this week and make some
fantastic future plans”
SportAccord Managing
Director Martin Gibbs also
took to the stage at Speakers’
Corner, where experts will
provide unmissable insights this
week in addition to the high-
calibre participants across the
various conference streams.
“We have got an excellent
line-up here at Speakers’ Corner

Roger Mitchell
is looking for

solutions to sport’s
biggest challenges
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and across the conference
programme,” Gibbs said.

lan Metcalfe, Chair of the
SportAccord 2024 Executive
Steering Committee, also spoke
during the official conference
opening to express optimism
about the week ahead and
confidence that the event will
give participants the opportunity

to forge fruitful new relationships.

After the opening remarks
in the morning, SportAccord’s
conference programme began
in earnest yesterday afternoon
with HealthAccord, which is
reviewed on p2 of The Daily.

ALSO

ASOIF GA
ON AGENDA

The Association of Summer
Olympic International
Federations (ASOIF) will
hold its General Assembly
(GA) today, headlining a
packed schedule at the
International Convention
Centre.

The ASOIF GA, which is
previewed on p4 of The
Daily alongside several
events today featuring the
Alliance of Independent
Recognised Members of
Sports (AIMS), follows
yesterday’s Winter
Olympic Federations
(WOF) GA, which is
reviewed on p3.

The LawAccord and
CityAccord conferences
(p5) are also on today’s
agenda, while we look
ahead to a busy week
of Workshops (p2) and
insights from Speakers’
Corner (p12).

Several of today’s
speakers are featured,
including FIBA Secretary
General Andreas Zagklis
(p8) and Sport England
Chair Chris Boardman
(p10), while Roger
Mitchell, author of “Sport’s
Perfect Storm”, is the Big
Interview (p11) ahead of his
appearance on tomorrow’s
Plenary Conference
programme.

3 Bach visits Birmingham

6 All go for tackwondo

10 Chris Boardman’'s mission
12 What's on today at SportAccord
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Squires Media
The Daily is produced by
Squires Media — editorial
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SWINNEY CALLS FOR
ATHLETE SAFE SPACES

CONFERENCE REVIEW

Scottish national champion
swimmer Gregor Swinney
yesterday called on
authorities to install safe
space rooms for athletes at
events at HealthAccord, while
British Olympic Association
Vice Chair Annamarie Phelps
insisted the journey is not
over for female athletes to
achieve equality.
Perspectives from sport,
governance, law, medicine and
academia were offered during
yesterday’s conference, which
explored various crucial topics.
Swinney spoke of the
struggles he has faced with
his mental health during a
fascinating HealthAccord
roundtable session, which
discussed efforts to support
the mental health of athletes.
At the Birmingham 2022
Commonwealth Games,
Swinney broke the Scottish
record for the 50-metre
butterfly with a time of 23.91
seconds, but later in the event
felt unworthy of winning a
team bronze due to a drop in
his performance.
The 26-year-old suggested
he would have been in a much
better place mentally if a

Panellists
speak during
HealthAccord

physical safe space had been
available to him.

“[Having a room for people
struggling mentally] is an
absolutely brilliant idea and
| wish the swimming world
would implement that,”
Swinney said. “It's something
that seems so simple, but that
would be so helpful to be able
to go there, decompress, see
other athletes and know that
you are not alone.”

In the following roundtable
session, enhancing the
performance of female
athletes was the focus — and
Phelps offered a reminder that
the fight for gender equality is
still far from won.

“Female athletes are
performing better than ever and
yet we still only have around 8%
of sports science and medicine
research done into female
athlete health,” Phelps said.

“So, there is a huge number of
known unknowns we are still
not working on.

“Compare that to UNESCO's
estimate that 72% of sports
science research is made
specifically into men. That is a
gulf we have to really act on”

A panel including Olympic
athletes and medical
professionals also identified
safeguarding, scrapping
regulations that harm
female athletes, increasing
female representation and
improved maternity policies as
strategies that can close the
gender gap.

Phelps also made a plea that
a change be made to the way
that female health is talked
about, and that education
needs to be thorough from
the top to bottom of sporting
organisations to make a real
difference.

WORKSHOP INSIGHTS ON OFFER

SportAccord World Sport & Business
Summit 2024 delegates have the opportunity
to learn about the latest technological

CEO Alex Gough and Capital Block Co-
Founder Tom Hardstaff.
On Wednesday from 12:00-13:15,

innovations in the media space and vital
sustainability trends through a series of
workshops that are taking place at the
International Convention Centre this week.
SportAccord 2024 Principal Media
Partner iSportConnect will host two media
workshops this week — the first of which will
take place today from 12:00-13:15 on the
topic of disruptive technology. Jay Stuart,
Head of Content at iSportConnect, will be
joined by Professional Squash Association

iSportConnect’s second workshop will focus
on how Federations can optimise operations
and will feature Kevin Perrin, Global Head of
Commercial for Sports at ATPI.

Earlier in the day, SportAccord 2024 Media
Partner thinkBeyond will present a sustainability
workshop featuring Stuart Campbell, Director
of World Athletics’ Indoor Championships, UK
Sport’s Social Impact Lead for Major Events
Matt Wookey, and thinkBeyond Sustainability
Partner Dr Susie Tomson.
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BACH VISIT

10C President Thomas
Bach visits the Exhibition
at SportAccord 2024 in
Birmingham on Monday

ARISF BUOYED BY
L A28 ADDITIONS

ASSOCIATION FOCUS

The Association of IOC
Recognised International
Sports Federations (ARISF)
ramped up the celebrations
for its 40th anniversary with
a packed SportAccord 2024
programme driven by the
excitement of more progress
on the Olympic front and

a new look and feel for the
organisation.

ARISF President Dr Raffaele
Chiulli and his colleagues
emerged from a meeting with
the International Olympic
Committee (IOC) and hailed
the efforts of five Member
International Federations in
getting their sports added to
the programme for the Los
Angeles 2028 Games.

He also reported on the rest
of the ARISF schedule this
week, including a meeting of the
Executive Board, and workshops
yesterday on clean sport with
the World Anti-Doping Agency
(WADA) and sustainability.

Tomorrow, ARISF will hold
a workshop about good
governance in collaboration with
the International Partnership
against Corruption in Sport
(IPACS).

Cricket, baseball/softball,
flag football, lacrosse and

squash all secured spots at the
2028 Olympics at the 141st
IOC Session in Mumbai in
October 2023.

Chiulli told The Daily:
“That is something of
great significance. It is the
Olympic dream and basically
the dream of each athlete,
whether an individual or
playing in a team representing
your nation. The real dream
of your sporting life and at a
personal level is to be in the
Olympic programme.”

Chiulli said the past year
had been one of change,
with a new strategic plan,
office and staff members,
as well as a new website, all
supporting new services being
showcased at SportAccord
2024.

“We are talking about
sustainability, clean sport
and good governance, and
discussing human rights and
the social components of
sport,” said Chiulli.

“As this is our 40th
anniversary, all of these things
are happening at a good time
and we will celebrate at the IF
Forum later this year.

“With the dissolution of
GAISF it is clear that ARISF
is going to have a more
prominent and relevant role”

WOF LOOKS FORWARD

A commitment to Member International Federations

and athletes was reinforced during the Winter Olympic
Federations (WOF) General Assembly held yesterday at the
SportAccord World Sport & Business Summit.

The main focus of the meeting was on the next Winter
Olympic Games with a presentation by the hosts from Milano
Cortina, which will become the third Italian destination in the
event’s history when the action starts on 6 February 2026,
while the World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) also provided
an update. Additionally, the WOF Council held a separate
meeting with an International Olympic Committee (IOC)
delegation led by President Thomas Bach.

WOF Secretary General Colin Grahamslaw told The Daily
that the General Assembly also included a discussion about
updating the statutes to accommodate Associate Members
and continuing work on developing a new strategy for the
organisation.

He added: “It was a productive General Assembly held,
as always, in an extremely positive atmosphere. It is
always great to bring together the family of Winter Sports
Federations in such a collaborative spirit. Additionally,
updates provided by the IOC and WADA were greatly
appreciated as we look forward to an exciting period for
winter sports ahead of the 2026 Olympics.”

M&S BANK

ARENA LIVERPOOL
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Liverpool
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AIMS TO
TACKLE
PACKED
SCHEDULE

The Alliance of Independent
Recognised Members of
Sports (AIMS) announced
its arrival at SportAccord
2024 with an action-packed
programme of events and a
pledge to continue to build
lasting partnerships.

The key focus of today’s
AIMS Sessions will be the
elevator process towards
International Olympic
Committee (I0C) recognition
and the Olympic programme.

AIMS President Stephan
Fox reported that in 2021,
six AIMS sports secured I0C
recognition, and three made it
onto the Olympic programme.

The Sessions will then put
the spotlight on youth with the
launch of the AIMS-Mission89
Safeguarding and Human
Trafficking Module featuring
Lerina Bright, Executive
Director/Founder of Mission89,
and Witold Barika, President of
the World Anti-Doping Agency
(WADA).

The United Through Sports
(UTS) forum will showcase
the UTS Impact Report and
Partnership Awards, and the final
part of the meeting will celebrate
the World Combat Games 2023
with the awards ceremony.

Fox, who is also Secretary
General of the International
Federation of Muaythai
Associations (IFMA), is also
looking forward to a visit by a
delegation from Thailand and
the Good Morning Muaythai
activity session tomorrow.
Muaythai will be back on
the agenda after the closing
ceremony on Thursday when
300 local youths will present
a martial arts forum and
workshop, and will raise funds
for a local charity.
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ASOIF SET TO APPOINT
RICCIBITTI'S SUCCESSOR

ASSOCIATION FOCUS

The Association of Summer Olympic
International Federations (ASOIF) will reach a
landmark in its history today with the election
at SportAccord 2024 of a new President —
the first change at the top for 12 years.

Ingmar De Vos, President of the International
Equestrian Federation (FEI), is the sole
candidate for the post and his appointment for
a four-year term is set to be approved at the
ASOIF General Assembly.

He will take office on 1 January 2025 when
Francesco Ricci Bitti, Honorary Life President
of the International Tennis Federation (ITF),
completes his third term as President of ASOIF.

Ricci Bitti's final General Assembly in the
President’s seat will review the significant
progress made by ASOIF during a year of
achievement and a big anniversary.

“The last 12 months have been action-
packed,” Ricci Bitti told The Daily.

“In May 2023, we celebrated ASOIF’s 40th
anniversary and issued a publication which
provided us with the opportunity to rediscover
our roots, recall key events that drove ASOIF's
progress, celebrate achievements and
anticipate the challenges to come.

“Meanwhile, we continue leveraging our
Member Federations’ unique expertise
in various areas aimed at helping to drive
progress within the Olympic Movement.

We organised workshops dedicated to the
important topics of IF governance, commercial
matters, sustainability, and development and
education. All these meetings resulted in specific
recommendations and, most importantly, follow-
up action, including new strategies and projects.”

The General Assembly will also welcome
updates on forthcoming Olympic events.

“We are all getting ready for the Paris
2024 Olympic Games this summer, with our
Member Federations playing an instrumental
role in the delivery,” said Ricci Bitti. “Through
our representation in the IOC Coordination
Commission, we have been involved in the
preparations from the outset. However, it's
normal that everything becomes more intense
the closer we approach the Games. We are
tracking some outstanding issues and liaising
on a daily basis with the Organising Committee,
the I0C, and our Member Federations.

“We are also already involved in preparations
for the LA28 Olympic Games and stand ready
to contribute to the valuable knowledge transfer
from Paris 2024 to future organisers. In addition,
we are working hard to help deliver the first
Olympic event in Africa, the 2026 Summer Youth
Olympic Games in Dakar, Senegal”

In October 2023, ASOIF launched its fifth
review of IF Governance, which is due to be
published before Paris 2024. ASOIF has also
embarked on the fourth edition of its “Women
Lead Sports” online course — initiatives which
underline the importance of the IFs.

Ricci Bitti said: “In our fast-evolving world,
sport is increasingly affected by a range of
developments, crises, events and trends which
are often unforeseeable but must be effectively
addressed. All IFs share these challenges, but it
would be very difficult to address them individually.

“With the dynamic Olympic Programme, it is
also important to help new Olympic IFs grow
by sharing the knowhow and best practice of
established Member Federations. This is what
makes an umbrella body like ASOIF so important”
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LAWACCORD TO GIVE
ESSENTIAL UPDATES
\

Delegates attending today’s
LawAccord conference can
expect a comprehensive
breakdown of sport’s most
important legal issues,
underpinned by essential annual
reports from the Court of
Arbitration for Sport (CAS) and
the World Anti-Doping Agency
(WADA).

CAS Director General Matthieu
Reeb and WADA General Counsel
Ross Wenzel will be on hand to
provide the latest updates, while
Kellerhals Carrard Partners Vincent
Jaggi and Christophe Rapin will
discuss practical consequences
for international sport of recent
European Court of Justice decisions.

The conference will also feature
a trio of roundtable sessions

o
Matthieu Reeb and Ross Wenzel
covering various essential topics.
The benefits and challenges

of independent integrity units

in international sport will be
debated in the morning before the
implementation and development
of rules for transgender athletes
in International Federations will
be discussed after lunch. The final
roundtable session will focus on
integrating the athlete’s voice in
sports governance.

The conference will be followed
by a cocktail reception sponsored
by LawInSport.

e LawAccord: Today, 09:30-16:20

WHISKY TASTING
Tuesday 9 April, from 4.80pm

for a ‘wee dram’ at their sta d (58).
/

Come along and sample some fine

single malts and hear why Scotland js,

Perfect Stage for major Sporting evel

EventScotland
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Today’s CityAccord conference will delve into the

role sport can play in accelerating infrastructural
changes, exploring new event models, and creating
more inclusive events that drive engagement to new
heights.

Following opening remarks by World Union of
Olympic Cities Secretary General Melanie Duparc, Tine
Eriksen Green, the City of Copenhagen’s Head of Major
Events, and Sport England Chair Chris Boardman, who
is interviewed on p10 of The Daily, will discuss city
development and regeneration.

“I am convinced that with sport, cities have a powerful
transformative tool that positively contributes to
addressing today’s major challenges — from health to
mobility, social inclusion to environment, and urban
marketing to economic development,” Duparc said.

Birmingham City FC Chairman of the Board Tom
Wagner will offer a perspective on transforming a city
through football club investment, while roundtable
sessions will shine an engaging spotlight on event
‘festivalisation’ and how to innovate in an increasingly
challenging environment for host cities and authorities.

CityAccord will wrap up with insights from Paul Bush,
CEO of EventScotland, a SportAccord 2024 Silver
Partner.

o CityAccord: Today, 09:30-12:30

@EventScotNews #PerfectStage
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World Baseball Softball
Confederation (WBSC)
President Riccardo Fraccari
believes the inclusion of

the governing body’s two
disciplines at the Los Angeles
2028 Olympic Games will
bring “an electric atmosphere
to the event.

Baseball — widely
considered to be America’s
national pastime — will
feature at the Olympics for
a seventh time in LA, while
it will be softball’s sixth
appearance at the Games.

“We have no doubt that
baseball and softball
will generate an electric
atmosphere and help millions
of fans, both in the US and
beyond to engage with the
Olympic Games,” Fraccari
told The Daily.

The 2023 World Baseball
Classic drew a record total
attendance of 1,165,857,
boosting global exposure
of the sport. However, the
WBSC is still seeking new
ways to grow, particularly
through the shortened

Baseball5 format, which is
designed to make the sport
more appealing to younger
generations.

“Through Baseball5, we
have been able to expand
our reach to young people
and ensure our sport is
more accessible than ever,”
Fraccari said.

“The first edition of the
Youth Baseball5 World
Cup 2023 took place in
Ankara, Tirkiye, following
the successful launch of the
inaugural Baseball5 World
Cup in Mexico in 2022.

“This event was a
resounding success, marking
an important milestone for
the discipline’s development
on the journey to its debut
at the Dakar 2026 Youth
Olympic Games.”

Fraccari states that the
WBSC is determined to be at
the “forefront of the Olympic
Movement’s esports journey”,
with the IF’s eBaseball
game having featured at the
inaugural Olympic Esports
Week in 2023.
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DID YOU
KNOW?

International Federation

of American Football
(IFAF) President Pierre Trochet
is seeking to capitalise on the
“unlimited potential” of flag
football following confirmation
of the sport’s inclusion in the Los
Angeles 2028 Olympic Games.

At the International Olympic
Committee (IOC) Session last
year, the IFAF was granted full
recognition, while flag football
became one of five sports
to be added to the Games
programme.

There are 20 million flag
football players in 100 countries
with 200,000 children playing
in China and participation in
Mexico growing by 100,000
each year.

Now, the IFAF has a team of
delegates at the SportAccord

The Daily — Tuesday, April 9

World Sport & Business Summit
this week as the body aims to
build on its momentum.
“Flag’s accessibility and
inclusiveness, allied to the
platform of the Olympics,
carries huge potential to
build on this extraordinary
participation growth
internationally and strengthen
talent pathways both on and
off the field,” Trochet told The
Daily. “We have no doubt that
inclusion at LA28 will further
accelerate this dynamic, in
tandem with the fast-growing
NFL fandom around the world,
and we have a commitment to
strengthening the presence
of American football in the
Olympic movement over the
long-term, alongside our
partners, the NFL. While we are

Sir Edward Elgar, the famous English composer, is thought to have

written the world’s first football chant — “He Banged The Leather

For Goal” — in honour of Billy Malpass, who played in the 1890s for
Wolverhampton Wanderers, one of the West Midlands’ historic clubs.

not getting ahead of ourselves,
it is our intention to put forward
a proposal for Brisbane 2032 in
a country, Australia, where both
flag football and the NFL are
fast gaining significant traction.”
The IFAF’s attention is on
this year’s Flag Football World
Championships, which is set to
take place in the Finnish city of
Lahti from 25-30 August.
Trochet states it willbe a
“record-breaking edition” of
the event with more teams
participating than ever.
However, the IFAF is not just
focusing on the rapid growth
of flag football. The governing
body is also preparing to stage
other events this year, such
as the Under-20 Men’s World
Championship in Edmonton
from 20-30 June.

EXPLORE
EDMONTON
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BASKETBALL REPORTS

Q&A: ANDREAS ZAGKLIS,
SECRETARY GENERAL,
FIBA

Ahead of moderating a
LawAccord Roundtable
session today on integrating
the athlete’s voice in

sports governance (15:15-
16:15), the International
Basketball Federation (FIBA)
Secretary General provides
a timely update on the
latest developments at the
governing body.

What are your reflections of
the past year at FIBA?

AZ: “Over the past 12 months,
FIBA has achieved numerous
milestones and witnessed
significant developments

both on and off the court.

The execution of the FIBA
Basketball World Cup 2023,
held across the three host
countries of the Philippines,
Japan and Indonesia, was a
resounding success, generating
record-breaking levels of
engagement, and 38,115 fans
made history with the highest
attendance record set on the
tournament opening day in the
Philippine Arena.

“Additionally, in 2023, FIBA
entered a new working cycle
marked by the election of new
President Sheikh Saud Ali Al
Thani and new Central Board
Members, symbolising a fresh
era of leadership.

“The women's calendar
saw notable advancements
with the introduction of new
competition formats, including
Pre-Qualifying tournaments
for the Olympic Games and the
World Cup, fostering increased
participation of national teams
on the international stage.

“Anticipation heightened
with the announcement of
Germany as the host for the

URGE IN ENGAGEMENT

Andreas Zagklis

women's World Cup in 2026
and Qatar for the men’'s World
Cup in 2027. Moreover, our 3x3
season achieved remarkable
success, recording 3,522
games across 169 events,
including 18 stops on the World
Tour, solidifying its position as
a dynamic and thriving aspect
of basketball and setting a high
bar for 2024

“We're focused

on bringing the
game’s excitement
closer to our global
audience”

How has this anticipation and
excitement translated into fan
engagement?

AZ: “Last year’s social media
platforms experienced an
unprecedented surge in
numbers, underscoring a

clear global appetite for
basketball content. The best-
ever numbers across @FIBA
channels saw FIBA ranked
No.1 for engagement and
video views among Olympic
International Federations.
There was also huge growth
with 3x3in 2023 in terms

of TV, digital and events,

\/

with 3x3’s digital channels
being the driving force of
fan engagement, garnering
1. billion views across all
platforms.”

What are FIBA's current
priorities and objectives?
AZ: “Our ongoing commitment
to FIBAs strategic objectives
remains steadfast, with
updated priorities outlined
during the 2023 Congress.
Empowering National
Federations and Women in
Basketball were both extended
for another four years,
while Shaping International
Club Competitions across
FIBA's regions was added.
Complementing these core
priorities are four additional
objectives, spanning the
realms of 3x3, national team
competitions, youth basketball
and a commitment to
sustainability and innovation.
“In alignment with our
dedication to equality, FIBA
Commissions and Working
Groups were confirmed for
the current cycle with a strong
focus on gender balance.
Aiming for excellence, our
collective focus also extends
to the successful delivery
of both disciplines at the

upcoming Olympic Games in
Paris. With the 3x3 debut in
Tokyo a resounding success,
we are sure that Paris 2024 will
provide even more memorable
moments for fans across the
globe and we're focused on
enhancing fan experience and
bringing the game’s excitement
closer to our global audience.”

What are the biggest
opportunities and challenges
facing FIBA in 20247

AZ: “A primary objective for
FIBA involves prioritising the
advancement of opportunities
for women in basketball,

with a dedicated effort to
nurture growth and inclusivity
throughout every aspect of the
sport. Simultaneously, as an
organisation, we grapple with the
intricate task of navigating the
complex geopolitical landscape
we all presently face and the
current global issues that are
impacting the sports arena.”

What are your expectations
for the coming months?

AZ: “With FIBA 3x3 having
boomed in 2023, we are
looking ahead with great
anticipation as the field

for Paris 2024 gets set

with Olympic Qualifying
Tournaments taking place. We
expect the continued increase
in prize money, marking 12
consecutive years of growth for
men and significant increases
for women, and we anticipate
breathtaking venues, with a
particular spotlight on the
Place de la Concorde for the
Paris 2024 Olympics. Not to
mention the FIBA 3x3 World
Tour, which will span four
continents in 2024, offering
world-class sports action and
entertainment in 15 remarkable
cities, each adding a unique
flavour to the tour”
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TOUR BOOS]

IF FOCUS

The World Minigolf Sport Federation
(WMF) is gearing up for the final of its
World Adventure Golf Tour later this

- month, with the event at the Bowling Brno
complex in Czech Republic set to wrap up a
successful inaugural campaign.

The opening season of the first-of-its-kind
international tour in the sport will conclude
on 27-28 April after spanning 11 tournaments
across 10 countries, with the same minigolf
- venue then slated to host the World Adventure
: Golf Masters in June.

The launch of the World Adventure Bowling
Tour has been “met positively by minigolfers
=] around the world,” according to Pat Sheridan,
Chair of the WMF's Media Committee.

“The WMF has several areas of focus over
the next year, starting with continuing our
successes in international tournaments,” he

told The Daily. “This year also showcases the

'S MINIGOLF

Youth World Championships, an every-other-
year event, which is a critical part to growing
participation at that level”

Sheridan added that one of the
International Federation’s primary areas
of focus is driving interest among younger
participants.

“The biggest opportunity, and one of
the biggest challenges, is growing youth
membership in the sport,” he said. “There
are so many opportunities for youth athletes
these days that getting their attention can be
difficult, especially in countries where minigolf
is not in the traditional roster of youth sports.

“Reaching them in places where they
can see the sport — via streaming and
social media, for example — is especially
important to help grow beyond the
competitors who will come to it naturally
via friends and family. There is a great
opportunity here to have a base of players
for generations to come.”

|

NEW FOUNDATION FOR
OLYMPIC CAPITAL

Lausanne has set itself a
series of new challenges as it
celebrates 30 years with the
title of the “Olympic Capital”

and academic network

of specialised skills and
services that make the
Olympic Capital the only fully

in 2024. integrated international sport
A significant development ecosystem in the world.”

in recent months has seen Griesmar also set out a

the Swiss city and the three-point plan which includes

Canton of Vaud — two long- improving working conditions
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for the IFs in Lausanne,
developing a new strategy for
hosting events, and building on
the legacy of the 2020 Youth

term partners that have
collaborated for many years
on hosting International
Federations — create an

PP THAILAND
WORLD CLASS
SPORTS EVENTS

organisation that brings their
skills together under one roof.

Sébastien Griesmar has
been appointed as the first
Director of the newly formed
Lausanne Olympic Capital
Foundation, and he told The
Daily of its plans, which will
benefit IFs.

“Bringing the two partners
together greatly simplifies
our work, and improves
the services we provide
to the IFs,” Griesmar said.
“Over the years they have
created a unique economic

Olympic Games.

Griesmar also indicated
that the new Foundation will
not hesitate to question its
own approach as part of its
drive for improvements.

He said: “What does it mean
to be a sporting ecosystem in
2024? How can we activate this
in a way that is most effective
and fluid for our clients in the
international sport world?

“Itis also key to define, with
the Federations, what the
role of an IF headquarters is
today and tomorrow.”

THAILAND IS FULLY PREPARED TO HOST AND ORGANISE WORLD CLASS SPORTS COMPETITIONS WITH
THE QUALIFIED STANDARD UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF INTERNATIONAL FEDERATIONS. WE HAVE PROVED
TO THE WORLD THAT WHEREVER IT IS IN THAILAND, ALL OUR SPORTS COMPETITIONS HOSTING HAD
ATTRACTED A LARGE NUMBER OF ATHLETES TEAMS, PARTICIPANTS, AND ALSO SPECTATORS. AND THESE,
ARE THE UPCOMING PRIME AND ANNUAL COMPETITIONS WHICH WILL BE TAKING PLACE SOON.
SPORTACCORD ATTENDEES MAY CONTACT OUR TEAM AT STAND 49 IN THE EXHIBITION HALL.

VOLLEYBALL
HATIONS LEAGL E

WS s s, ¥

i =,
VOLLEYBALL WOMEN'S NATIONS LEAG! it
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BOARDMAN BACKS ACTIVE TRAVEL

SESSION PREVIEW

Sport England Chair Chris Boardman
believes this week’s SportAccord World
Sport & Business Summit provides a
platform for “active travel” that could lead
to significant changes for regions across
the UK and beyond.

Boardman, who won Great Britain’s first
Olympic cycling gold medal in 72 years at
the Barcelona 1992 Games, was appointed
as Greater Manchester's first-ever Cycling
and Walking Commissioner in July 2017 by
Mayor Andy Burnham.

In the role, he developed a plan to create
1,800 miles of protected walking and cycling
routes — and he hopes SportAccord 2024
will inspire similar change as he looks
forward to discussing case studies on city
development and regeneration during
CityAccord this morning.

“This week is a chance to connect and a
knowledge-sharing opportunity,” Boardman
told The Daily.

“If you have a really good active travel
network as the base, you expand your
catchment for public transport tenfold.

Chris Boardman was an Olympic gold medallist in
1992 and is now Sport England’s Chair
“Looking at average journeys
from walking to cycling, you realise
that more people will utilise public
transport if you can get them
there without stepping into a car,
because if they step into a car, they
will do the whole journey in a car. So,
you realise that the value of
sport and particularly
activity is huge.
“This conference is

SPORT EVENT DENMARK
Uniting People

[ .2

an opportunity to share that story so that
hopefully other leaders in other regions
of the UK in particular say, ‘Oh wow, |
never thought about that — that's how
| make sure my buses are sustainable
going forward, by investing in active
travel.
“| would imagine there are dots that
are not joined up normally and probably
wouldn't be if there wasn't a chance to hear
about a different way of doing things.’
Boardman has become an influential
figure in sports administration, serving as
Commissioner of Active Travel England in
addition to his role at Sport England.
In today’s session he will discuss
his mission to get more people
1 active and to make sport and
physical activity a normal part of
everyday life.
o CityAccord — ‘Case Studies
in City Development
and Regeneration’:
Today,
09:35-10:30

Meet us at
stand 44

s for discussions about
ower of sporting events.
ture of gratitude for
olvement, we'll organize
an exclusive portrait session
ssmith renowned Danish sports
photographer, Lars Maller.

The power of events
— your voice counts
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THE BIG

INTERVIEW:

Roger Mitchell is delving into
sport’s key challenges...

Is SportAccord ready for Roger
Mitchell? He admits that when he was
first approached about a speaking slot,
he wasn’t so sure. Were International
Federations really prepared to listen to
what he had to say? To face up to the
elements which add up to the title of his
new book — “Sport’s Perfect Storm” —
and its striking strapline: “An Industry
Now Totally Adrift”?

But Mitchell drew encouragement
through discussions with David Eades,
the SportAccord World Sport & Business
Summit’s vastly experienced MC and
moderator.

“I'm familiar with SportAccord but |
haven't been before,” Mitchell reveals to The
Daily. “Since they are an organisation that
represents a lot of IFs, | wasn't sure they
would like somebody like me coming in and
talking about the perfect storm. But David
reassured me that the IFs will definitely
appreciate somebody telling them about the
challenges they are going to have.”

What they will find is a man who took
his experience of the world of finance
and harnessed it to his passion for sport,
specifically football. Indeed, he is a self-
confessed “football guy” — as illustrated by
the photograph he shared with The Daily
in which he is a mere sidenote to Celtic’s
celebrations in the foreground.

The bio in the book is more forthcoming,
explaining how Mitchell became CEO of
the Scottish Professional Football League
— a key position in British football — “at its
moment of explosion”. He progressed to
senior positions at major governing bodies

such as UEFA and became very much an
insider.

But his future lay with other sports and
even with other events, exploring and
developing their relationships with fan
bases, audiences and money.

“Sport is important. It's not even an asset
class — it's a society and community value,”
he explains.

“There's a lot happening with Olympic
sports, with new investors trying to find new

“You need a 365-day
narrative and a lot of
the work | do now is
with those sports and
new models”

models, and | do more in this area than in
football. You need a 365-day narrative and a
lot of the work | do now is with those sports
and new models.”

Mitchell describes himself as having
been “sport adjacent” for the last 15 years,
working for himself as an investor in sport
technology and as an adviser to rights
holders and broadcasters. “| have not been
in the box seat as a CEO but | have been
close to a lot of people who are in that role,’
he says.

Sunday columns on his Albachiara website
and his ‘Are You Not Entertained?’ podcast
became vehicles for his views on sport. They
also prompted curiosity about when — not if
— he would write a book, so he did, with the

ROGER MITCHELL

help of Etienne Dussartre, an ex-pro rugby
player now in the finance community.

“A number of people say they are going to
do one and don't, and | would have been one
of those people if it wasn't for Etienne. When
you're working on a book with someone who
is so excited about it, you have to deliver it,”
Mitchell says.

“That’s the reason | got to the end of it. It
took a couple of years because it's a book
for more than one audience. It is in some
ways a classic finance book, almost a text
book, and | thought | needed to make it a bit
more interesting, so | used the industry of
sport and that became the core.”

Without giving too much away, Mitchell
says that evolving viewing trends among
younger fans, tighter broadcast monies
and the growing influence of emerging
superpowers in the sporting world are
contributing towards the perfect storm. He
says: “You put all these things together, and
there will be rough waters!”

Mitchell is pleased with the book’s listings
in the Amazon bestseller rankings for
financial insurance, risk management and
venture capital, and he is encouraged by the
response so far.

“It's been out for a few months now and
the feedback from the industry has been
overwhelming,” he says, before adding that
he sees his speaking slot at SportAccord
2024 not so much about challenges and
solutions, but rather the chance to start new
conversations.
® Plenary Conference Programme —
‘Sport’s Perfect Storm’: Wednesday,
14:05-14:35
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SPORTS INSIGHTS GALORE

SPEAKERS’ CORNER

Short, sharp bursts of sports insight are
enthralling audiences in the intimate setting
of Speakers’ Corner in the Exhibition Hall
this week.

Iventis CEO and Founder Joe Cusdin (10:30-
11:00) will be the first up today. Iventis is an
event and planning specialist that has worked
on several major events, including in the role
as the Official Technology Supplier for the
Birmingham 2022 Commonwealth Games.

OnePlan’s Vice President of Olympic Operations
Chantal Abadie (11:30-12:00) will then outline
the role of the leading event and venue planning
software provider, which is the Official Supporter
of GIS Mapping and Digital Twin Software for the
Paris 2024 Olympic Games.

After lunch, Yutang Sports will provide
insights (13:30-14:00) and then Explore
Edmonton will reinforce the Canadian city’s
status as a premier event host with Janelle
Janis, Executive Director, Events and Business
Development (14:00-14:30).

Healthy Sports Organisations Sport Scientist

Clarence Perez Diaz (14:30-15:00) will then
promote the importance of physical activity in
protecting the health and wellbeing of athletes
and sports organisation employees.

The penultimate session will feature a
conversation from 15:00-15:30 between
SportAccord moderator David Eades and
Dr Adam Kdsa, Member of the European
Parliament and President of the International
Committee of Sports for the Deaf (ICSD).
Speakers’ Corner will wrap up today with
Eades in conversation with Trivandi CEO
James Bulley (16:00-16:30).

Jen Falding, Sport Liverpool's Strategic
Lead for Major Sports Events, will speak
on Wednesday from 11:30-12:00 about her
region’s impressive sporting heritage and a
calendar that includes the return of the Open
Golf Championship, a new stadium for Everton
and UEFA Euro 2028.

Eades will then return on Thursday for a highly
anticipated bar stool chat from 12:30-13:00 with
Dale Vince, the Chairman and Owner of Forest
Green Rovers, which has been dubbed “the
greenest football club in the world”.

TODAY AT A GLANCE

MEETINGS:
ASOIF General Assembly (09:00-16:00)
followed by Media Briefing (16:30-17:00)

AIMS SESSIONS:

o AIMS Membership Process (14:00-15:00)
o Launch of AIMS-Mission89 Safeguarding
and Human Trafficking Module
(15:00-15:30)

o Safeguarding and Fair Play (15:30-16:00)
o United Through Sports: Impact Report
and Partnership Awards (16:00-16:30)

o World Combat Games 2023 Impact
Report & Awards (16:30-17:00)

WORKSHOP:

Media Workshop — How to use
Disruptive Technology Now presented by
iSportConnect (12:00-13:15)

CONFERENCES:

LawAccord (09:30-16:20) followed by
LawAccord Reception sponsored by
LawInSport (16:20-17:30)

CityAccord (09:30-12:30)

Speaker’s Corner: (10:30-12:00,
13:30-16:30)

SOCIALS:

Morning activity: Positively Birmingham
walking tour (07:30-08:45)

Guided Tour of Villa Park (14:00-16:30)
Exhibition reception (17:00-18:30)
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